NH AFP MEETING MINUTES
July 16, 2025

In attendance: Catrina Watson, KrisEmily McCrory, MD, Angela Yerdon, DO, Mary Cullen, DO, Stephen Bishop, MD, Maria Boylan, DO, Gary Sobelson, MD, Louis Kazal, MD, Melissa Duxbury, MD, Hilary Alvarez, MD, Tanya Luttinger, MD, Juliann Barrett, DO, Javier Cardenas, MD, Abbigail Huelsman, Xinuo Gao, MD, Kate Peters, MD, Elizabeth Saich, MD, Eric Oulette, DO

minutes were approved.

Treasurer report: 
Our acct has $ 106,772.24
TD cd: $74,132.48
M&T: $29,984.64


Quick recap
The board meeting covered financial updates, legislative developments, and organizational matters. Discussions included conference finances, legislative updates on various health-related issues, and potential changes to the organization's website. The board also addressed internal matters such as fee increases for services and approved a resolution on toxic sludge biosolids.

Next steps
· Lou: Submit the biosolid/toxic sludge resolution to AAFP by August 14th and seek co-sponsorship from other chapters by August 20th
· Mary & Doug: Set up a meeting with Cathy to discuss the proposed fee increase
· Doug & Maria: Meet to develop and send out a survey regarding the chapter's stance on medical aid in dying
· Doug: Provide more detailed information about website requirements, maintenance needs, and specific functionalities desired for the next board meeting
· Juliann: Lead discussion with Finance Committee regarding resident funding allocation and guidelines
· Board Members: Submit website-related questions to Doug for addressing at the next meeting
Summary
Financial Updates and Program Expansion
The board meeting covered several key updates and discussions. Financially, the organization is under budget by $12,000 for CME costs and over budget by $5,500. The foundation was approved for dissolution, with its funds to be transferred to the chapter account. Residency updates included new classes starting at Cheshire, Concord, and Portsmouth, with Concord welcoming an all-female class of eight residents.  Student update that classes will be starting soon.  They are putting together a primary care banquet and will be sharing more information soon.  The CME Committee discussed increasing registration fees or limiting free resident sponsorships due to growing costs, confirmed Frank Domino as a speaker, and plans to change the location to the North Conway Grand Hotel next year. The Advocacy Committee reported on the busy legislative session, with outcomes still pending as bills are being signed or vetoed by the governor.
New Hampshire Legislative Health Updates
Maria provided a comprehensive overview of key legislative developments in New Hampshire during the current session, focusing on several major areas. On gun violence, no protection bills advanced, though the mental health firearms reporting act was tabled for next year. In reproductive rights, two bills passed both houses and await gubernatorial action, while anti-abortion legislation was withdrawn. LGBTQ health saw mixed results, with some bills imposing criminal penalties on providers passing despite medical society opposition, though the governor vetoed a bathroom bill. Vaccine-related legislation saw both victories and setbacks, with the NH Vaccine Association repeal failing but concerns raised about new budget provisions limiting immunization requirements. The session also saw scope of practice expansions for pharmacists and physician assistants, along with wins in mental health legislation but cuts to substance use treatment services.

Legislative Tracking and Website Updates
The board discussed Maria's efforts in tracking legislation and providing updates, expressing appreciation for her work. They reviewed the status of the medical aid in dying issue, noting a straw poll that showed overwhelming support but decided to gather more input before taking an organizational stance. The group also addressed the need for a new website, with Doug preparing a presentation and video that were shared with the board for review.

Website Redesign Options Evaluation
The board discussed website options, with Catrina and Doug having researched two main alternatives to their current outdated system: Wild Apricot and Novi. While Novi was deemed too expensive for their needs, Wild Apricot emerged as a more affordable option at $1,500-2,000 annually, though it was noted as less polished than Novi. The board expressed concerns about website maintenance responsibilities and whether members would actually use enhanced features like private messaging. The discussion revealed that most reporting needs could be met through AAFP's systems, leading to a consensus that a simpler website redesign might be more appropriate than a full membership management system.

Chapter Website Overhaul Discussion
The board discussed website improvements, with Catrina explaining that while AAFP doesn't support chapter websites, their current site would need a complete overhaul to implement changes and allow member updates, historically costing around $2,500. Julianne noted they currently budget $1,500 annually for website maintenance. The group agreed more information was needed about website requirements and maintenance responsibilities before making decisions, so they tabled the discussion for the next meeting where members could submit questions to Doug for addressing.

Toxic Sludge Resolution Approval
The board discussed a resolution regarding toxic sludge biosolids, which Louis explained contains PFAS chemicals and is banned in Maine and Connecticut. The board approved the resolution as written, with Melissa making the motion and Hilary seconding, allowing the chapter to support the development of a toolkit for state chapters to address this issue. After the main discussion, the board entered a closed session to discuss financial matters with the Medical Society.

NHMS Fee Increase Discussion
The group discussed a proposed fee increase for services from the New Hampshire Medical Society, which would raise their payment from $8,000 to $10,000 this year and $12,000 next year.  Concerns were raised about retroactively increasing fees.  Fees are paid quarterly and the agreement would make this year’s fee $10,000, for the time period starting 1/1/2025 and increasing to $12000 1/1/2026. The group suggested exploring price transparency with the Medical Society.  The conversation ended with a vote to gather more information about NHMS’s services and fee structure
